War Without End

Sketches of the Drug Czars

The United States spends nearly $50 billion each year on the war on drugs, to little avail: illegal drugs remain prevalent, and drug-funded groups continue to spread violence from Mexico to Afghanistan. The new White House drug czar, Gil Kerlikowske, says he wants to end the drug war, but other men in his position have tried and failed to do just that. In this illustrated history, Ricardo Cortes shows how science, politics, ego, and scandal transformed a public-health initiative into a century-long military campaign…

There’s no consensus on exactly when the drug war began, but here’s one logical starting point: the Harrison Narcotics Act of 1914, when the federal government first restricted access to such medicines-gone-wild as cocaine and morphine. In 1937, the prohibition expanded to marijuana; Harry J. Anslinger, Commissioner of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics from 1930 to 1962, believed the plant caused murder and lunacy. He led a public campaign against the plant for four decades, but by the time he finished
more people were smoking it than ever. In 1962, President John F. Kennedy named Anslinger ambassador to the United Nations, where he helped draft
the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, one of three U.N. treaties that today define world drug control…
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President Richard Nixon took on drugs as part of his anti-crime platform. But even as he pushed through such tough measures as mandatory sentencing and “no-knock warrants,” he also poured resources into drug-abuse prevention and treatment, which were funded at twice the level of law-enforcement efforts. In 1970, Nixon passed the Controlled Substances Act, creating the U.S. drug-scheduling system. Marijuana was temporarily placed in Schedule I, the most restrictive, pending review by a commission to study its effects. The National Commission on Marijuana and Drug Abuse consisted of 13 men—9 appointed by the president and 4 by Congress. In 1972, they offered their unanimous conclusion: “We believe that experimental or intermittent use of this drug carries minimal risk to the public health, and should not be given overzealous attention in terms of a public health response.” The panel, along with the American Medical Association and the National Institute of Mental Health, recommended decriminalizing the possession of small amounts… 
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Nixon once told his drug-policy adviser, Dr. Robert DuPont, “You’re the drug expert, not me, on every issue but one, and that’s decriminalization of marijuana. If you make any hint of supporting [it], you are history.” As it turned out, Nixon was soon history. DuPont stayed and came out under President Gerald Ford to support decriminalization. Ford, however, largely dropped the drug issue and dismantled DuPont’s office. In January 1977, President Jimmy Carter was inaugurated. He had campaigned on a platform of decriminalization, and he appointed his friend Dr. Peter Bourne as director of the Office on Drug Abuse Policy. Bourne made it clear that he believed marijuana was not a significant health-care problem and began to explore rescheduling it. The White House pushed the National Cancer Institute to make the drug widely available to patients, and in October the Senate Judiciary Committee voted to decriminalize possession of up to an ounce of marijuana for personal use. The tide of war was shifting…
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By December 1977, the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (norml) had some reason to celebrate. The D.C.-based lobby was enjoying unprecedented access to the White House, and there was a palpable sense that America’s pot policy would soon be relaxed. As part of its sixth annual convention, norml hosted a party at an S Street town house. Counterculture mixed with the establishment; guests included Hunter S. Thompson, Christie Hefner (daughter of Hugh), Tom Forcade (founder of High Times magazine), Washington Post reporter Gary Cohn, and White House drug chief Peter Bourne. Seven months later, Dr. Bourne wrote a prescription sedative for a White House aide using a pseudonym to mask the woman’s identity. The incident was discovered, and the minor scandal prompted Cohn to break a story he had been holding. On July 21, The Washington Post reported that Bourne had used cocaine and marijuana at the December NORML party. Bourne resigned from his position at the Office on Drug Abuse Policy within 24 hours. Carter retreated from drug-law reform for the rest of his embattled term…
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In 1980, Ronald Reagan shifted responsibility for the anti-drug effort from the health department to the Department of Justice. “I would say that this is the most intense federal effort ever against drugs,” said Associate Attorney General Rudolph Giuliani, who oversaw the D.E.A. and the Bureau of Prisons and who orchestrated expansion of the F.B.I. into drug enforcement. Senator Joe Biden began advocating for a Cabinet-level position to coordinate federal agencies—a “drug czar.” So began the era of “zero tolerance.” Reagan’s presidency reversed his predecessors’ drug-control policies, and funding for law enforcement rose to three times that for abuse-prevention and treatment programs…
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President George H. W. Bush appointed the first Cabinet-level drug czar to head the Office of National Drug Control Policy (O.N.D.C.P.). His choice, William Bennett, called for an “all-out war on drugs—with more resources for police, more prosecutors, more convictions.” Bennett was the first U.S. drug chief in 20 years with no professional expertise in health or science. He was also a heavy smoker—he went through two packs a day, or about one ounce of tobacco—and promised to kick his addiction upon taking office. In 1990, one year into his term, Bennett proposed extending capital punishment to “drug kingpins.”…
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In 1993, President Bill Clinton increased the funding of drug-enforcement efforts to four times what they had been under Ronald Reagan. Clinton appointed police veteran Lee Brown as his chief drug strategist and then, taking the drug-war metaphor quite literally, replaced him with four-star army general Barry McCaffrey. Incarceration for drug-law violations increased 1,100 percent between 1980 and 2002, yet cocaine and heroin prices fell by 80 percent. The year 2001 brought George W. Bush to the White House. His czar, John Walters, allocated more than $100 billion to the war. Still, illicit drug use among adult Americans during the Bush administration remained unchanged. According to John Carnevale, former director of planning and budget at the O.N.D.C.P., “The strategy totally failed to achieve any progress in this key goal area.… 
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What presumably originated as an effort to protect people from substance abuse and addiction has become a permanent, expensive, prison-hungry police and military operation. Prohibition has created an illegal-drug market that is demonstrably more violent than the drugs themselves. President Barack Obama has called the war on drugs “an utter failure.” The drug czar he appointed, Seattle Police Chief R. Gil Kerlikowske, has pledged to “change the conversation on our drug problem” and abandon the “drug war” metaphor. 

A spokesman for the O.N.D.C.P. says its activities in the coming year will “reflect the President’s balanced and evidence-based approach to reducing illicit drug use and will encompass … prevention, enforcement, and treatment.” 
In 1988, D.E.A. administrative law judge Francis Young wrote, “Marijuana, in its natural form, is one of the safest therapeutically active substances known to man. By any measure of rational analysis marijuana can be safely used within a supervised routine of medical care.” Too bad the drug war continues to resist rational analysis…
William Randolph Hearst (April 29, 1863 – August 14, 1951) was an American newspaper magnate and leading newspaper publisher.
Yellow Journalism
As Martin Lee and Norman Solomon noted in their 1990 book Unreliable Sources, Hearst "routinely invented sensational stories, faked interviews, ran phony pictures and distorted real events." This approach came to be known as yellow journalism, named after the Yellow Kid, a character in the New York Journal's color comic strip, Hogan's Alley.

Hearst's use of yellow journalism techniques in his New York Journal to whip up popular support for U.S. military adventurism in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines in 1898 was also criticized in Upton Sinclair's 1919 book, The Brass Check: A Study of American Journalism. According to Sinclair, Hearst's newspaper employees were "willing by deliberate and shameful lies, made out of whole cloth, to stir nations to enmity and drive them to murderous war." Sinclair also asserted that in the early 20th century Hearst's newspapers lied "remorselessly about radicals," excluded "the word Socialist from their columns" and obeyed "a standing order in all Hearst offices that American Socialism shall never be mentioned favorably." In addition, Sinclair charged that Hearst's "Universal News Bureau" re-wrote the news of the London morning papers in the Hearst office in New York and then fraudulently sent it out to American afternoon newspapers under the by-lines of imaginary names of non-existent "Hearst correspondents" in London, Paris, Venice, Rome, Berlin, etc.

Hearst’s War On Marijuana
Hearst sympathized with Harry J. Anslinger in his war against marijuana. Jack Herer and others argue that Hearst's paper empire (he owned hundreds of acres of timber forests and a vast number of paper mills designed to manufacture paper from wood pulp) in the early 1930s was threatened by hemp, which: 1) like wood pulp, could also be used to manufacture paper[11] and 2) also had an advantage over wood pulp, because it could be regrown yearly as well.[11] Between 1936 and 1937, Hearst associated marijuana with hemp in his newspapers and published many of the stories that Anslinger fabricated.[12] Hearst played a major part in aiding the anti-marijuana movement, leading to its prohibition in the Marihuana Tax Act of 1937,[13] a law which also effectively outlawed hemp. Other commentators have subsequently pointed out that Hearst’s vast timberland holdings would have been torpedoed if a new and cheaper source of paper was on the market such as the newly perfected decorticator machine: A decorticator (from Latin: cortex, bark) is a machine for stripping the skin, bark, or rind off nuts, wood, plant stalks, grain, etc, in preparation for further processing.

Quoted from Hemp - American History Revisited by Robert Deitch copyright 2003 Algora Publishing:

	“
	... because of the 1917 introduction of a machine designed by George Schlichten, known as the "Decorticator." The Decorticator separated the long hemp fibers from the pulpy celluloid (hurds) center of the hemp stalks, dramatically reducing the exorbitant labor costs associated with cleaning and preparing hemp for further processing.
	”


Quoted from The Emporer Wears No Clothes - The Authoritative Historical Record of the Cannabis Plant, Marajuana Prohibition & How Hemp can still Save the World! by Jack Herer copyright 1993 Green Planet Company Publishing:

	“
	Schlichten spent 18 years and £400,000 on the decorticator, a machine that could strip the fibre from nearly any plant, leaving the pulp behind. His desire was to stop the felling of forests for paper, which he believed to be a crime!
	”


“Our current marijuana laws are impossible to enforce. Despite decades of marijuana eradication and despite arresting 800,000 people a year, pot is still easier to buy for most high school kids than vodka.

Keeping marijuana illegal does not benefit our children. It benefits special interest groups: drug cartels, the prison industry, police departments, and government bureaucracies.

It is immoral to prevent responsible adults from choosing to use a less harmful substance in place of alcohol. If pot were legalized, alcohol use would decrease along with its associated social costs.”
If you want marijuana to be legalized, taxed, and regulated for adults, YOU can make it happen. Tell your legislators to support California Assembly Bill 390. It's easy. Visit yes390.org , AND HR 2835!
